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UM MUSEUM SELECTED FOR ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 
MISSOULA —
The Montana Museum of Art & Culture at The University of Montana has been 
selected to participate in the American Association of Museums’ Museum Assessment Program 
(MAP).
This two-year program involves self-study, peer review and implementation supported 
through a cooperative agreement with the Institute of Museum and Library Services in 
Washington, D.C.
MAP is designed to help museums understand how they compare to standards and best 
practices in the field, and how other institutions deal with similar challenges. The program is 
designed for museums, historic houses, botanic gardens and arboretums, zoos, nature centers 
and art galleries in the United States. The UM museum is one of 116 new participants in the 
MAP program.
There are four types of assessments offered by the program: institutional, collections 
management, public dimension and governance. The Montana Museum of Art & Culture has 
been selected to be a part of an overall institutional assessment.
Through the institutional assessment, an expert surveyor will visit UM to review the
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museum’s entire operation, including mission and planning, governance, administration, 
finance, collections stewardship, interpretation and presentation, marketing, public relations, 
membership and community support.
Barbara Koostra, director of the Montana Museum of Art & Culture, said the 
assessment will help the museum review its sense of mission and purpose, increase its 
knowledge of professional practices and enhance the organization’s work in the community.
“The MAP program has a strong national record of elevating museums to new levels of 
excellence and community service,” she said. “We are pleased at the opportunity to be part of 
the intensive organizational evaluation and assessment involved.”
For more information about Montana Museum of Art & Culture, call 406-243-2019 or 
visit http://www.umt.edu/montanamuseum. Museum offices are in Main Hall 006 on the UM 
campus. During summer months the museum’s Paxson and Meloy galleries, located in the 
Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center, are open from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Wednesday 
through Saturday.
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